
Blizzard Bag Lesson #1: Monarch Populations  (Biology – Grade 10) 

Objective:  Explain the cause and significance of the decline of monarch butterfly populations 

Overview:   We have discussed in class the interconnectedness of ecosystems and the relationship to the 

function or health of the biosphere.  Often times living species can provided a measurement of this 

healthy functioning in what is referred to as bioassessment.  In this assignment, you will use different 

materials to develop an understanding of how the decline of a population can be used in this way. 

Directions 

1.) Read the included article below “A Sad Descent” about monarch populations 

2.) Watch one or all of the following videos:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpatE-79cKg 

OR  http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/06/04/monarch-butterfly-decline_n_5448271.html 

OR  http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2014/09/26/local-experts-say-monarch-butterflies-suffered-severe-decline-in-

population-due-to-destroyed-natural-habitats/ 

3.) Explore the website Journey North Monarch Migration Watch  http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/News.html 

4.) Neatly write or type a response that includes at minimum the following: 

a.) Describe the survival requirements for monarchs (1 paragraph)  

b.) Explain the likely cause(s) of the decline of the monarch population (1 paragraph) 

c.) Describe what conservation methods may help the population – either currently in use or other ideas you 

may have (1 paragraph) 

d.) Conclude with an explanation of why the decline of the monarchs is significant in the big picture of the 

biosphere (1 paragraph) 

NOTE: Your response should demonstrate evidence that you have used all the materials.  

How to turn in this assignment:  

1.) Print out your response writing and attach this sheet to it and return to your teacher by the due date  

2.) If you do not have the ability to print your document from home, you may do so when you return to school and/or 

you may email the assignment to your teacher. 

No Internet Alternative: 

If you do not have Internet access at home, see your teacher to arrange a time during your study hall or before or after 

school to access the materials and complete your response.  

 
Grading:  
_______ Response describes the survival requirements for monarchs (1 paragraph)  
_______ Response explains the likely cause(s) of the decline of the monarch population (1 paragraph) 
_______ Response describes what conservation methods may help the population (1 paragraph) 
_______ Response concludes with an explanation of why the decline of the monarchs is significant in the big picture of  
  the biosphere (1 paragraph) 
_______ Response is neatly written or typed; correct spelling and grammar  



 



 

 

 



 

 

 


